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ﬁ Asia-Tacific

Heritade

United Nations AWARDS
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNESCO Heritage Awards Ceremony
11 December 2009

Samchuk Community and Old Market District, Suphanburi
(Award of Merit 2009)

Address by Dr Molly Lee
UNESCO Bangkok Director a.i.

Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education

Your Excellency, Prime Minister of Thailand,Governor of
Suphanburi,Representative of the Samchuk Community and Old
Market District Committee,Members of the project team,
Residents of Samchuk, Ladies and gentlemen.

We are gathered here today to honor the outstanding
achievements in the restoration of the Samchuk Community and
Old Market District in Suphanburi which has won an Award of
Merit in the 2009 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for
Culture Heritage Conservation.

On behalf of UNESCO, | am very honoured to officially

present the Award to the project team members and key



figures in Suphanburi who have ensured the successful
conservation of this important heritage complex.

As you may know, the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards
recognize private sector efforts that have successfully conserved
buildings of heritage value in the region. UNESCO believes that
recognizing private efforts to restore and adapt historic structures
will encourage other property owners to undertake conservation
projects within the community, either independently or by seeking
public-private partnerships.

Over the past ten years of this Awards programme, the winning
projects have had a tremendous impact on conservation in their
neighborhoods and in their countries. Many winning projects have
set new technical standards in conservation. Others have provided
an inspiring demonstration of the political feasibility of conserving
historic buildings. And most importantly, the winning projects have
shown beyond a doubt that conservation should be a shared
responsibility between the government and civil society.

In Thailand, UNESCO has recognized a range of projects for
their outstanding conservation works. This ranges from palace
structures, such as Phra Racha Wang Derm Palace and the
Tamnak Yai at Devavesm Palace, to community conservation
projects — namely Wat Sra Tong in Khon Kaen, Wat Pongsanuk

in Lampang, the Amphawa Canal Community in Samut Songkram,



and of course the Samchuk Community and Old Market District
here in Suphanburi.

The 2009 Heritage Awards Jury, composed of conservation
experts from all around the region, praised the conservation of
the Samchuk Community and Old Market District most highly.
Please allow me to share with you the official Jury citation:

Once in serious socio-economic decline, the Samchuk
Community and Old Market District has been successfully
revitalized through the far-sighted vision and cooperation of
the local residents.

The conservation work has been undertaken in a holistic way,
including not only the heritage architecture, but also the living
heritage of this historic commercial hub, thus contributing to a
more comprehensive understanding of the site’'s value as a
cultural heritage resource for the community. The community
has been the main driving force for the project at all levels, from
setting policy to establishing urban design guidelines.

The full restoration of three major historic buildings into living
museums and neighborhood centres provides a focal point for
the urban district of wooden shophouses. The project will have a
major impact in raising awareness about grassroots heritage
conservation and is an important model for empowering other

historic communities in Thailand.



Let me express our congratulations to the Samchuk
Community and Old Market Committee, which has worked
in partnership with municipal authorities and government
agencies such as the Fine Arts Department. Through the
leadership and vision of the local leaders and residents, this
project has catalyzed interest in the historic heritage of
Suphanburi Province and, indeed, in historic market towns all
around the country.

In closing, let me express once again our congratulations
to the project team for their successful efforts, to the
conservation team for their high professionalism, and to the
community of Samchuk and Old Market District for their excellent
cooperation and support.

It is our hope that this Award will continue to inspire
future conservation efforts in Suphanburi and in other heritage
properties and historic towns and neighborhoods all around
Thailand.

It is my great honour at this time to officially present the 2009
Award of Merit for the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards
for Culture Heritage Conservation to the Samchuk Community

and Old Market District.

Thank you
DRAFT 23 Nov 2009
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