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Elaine Chong : Singapore

What have you learned from being at TVC?

I learnt that empowering the community to help
themselves is the best way forward to help building up their

resilience.

What would you like to share about being social activist/

volunteer?

As a volunteer, coming with an open heart and mind
would not only reap a great experience but also fabulous

friendships that last a lifetime.

Tsunami : waves of reform

After volunteering with TVC (Tsunami Volunteer Center)
as the international volunteer coordinator (2007-2008), I worked
with the Singapore International Foundation (SIF), a not-for-profit
organisation which sends skilled volunteers overseas to share
their knowledge and skills with counterparts. I played an intrinsic
role in reviewing the whole volunteer management system and
organised high level events. Subsequently, I joined the Earth
Observatory of Singapore (EQS), a research institute that
conducts fundamental research on earthquakes, volcanoes,
tsunamis & climate change, where I designed and managed the
EOS outreach programs, and worked on establishing and
maintaining networks with various stakeholders to support the
effective dissemination of EOS scientific discoveries. Currently,
I am undertaking my Masters on Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation
and Management at Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) so that
I can apply my knowledge, skills and experience to minimise
the multi-hazard risks for Asia and to support the on-going

development efforts.
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Stephen Mackay
Auckland, New Zealand
(originally born in England)

How do you continue your volunteer work?
Occasionally with local community organisations.
What have you learned from TVC?

Open hearted trust from an organisation leads to open
hearted commitment from its members. TVC remains unique in
my experience, as an organisation based in a communal collective
agreement, driving real positive change at a time of need. Not

talk and discussion but real action on the ground.

Tsunami : waves of reform

You could argue that it was inevitable that people
would gather to provide support and that success was somehow
bound to follow. However we have seen way too many occasions
across the globe in these past ten years to confirm that this is
not the case. So TVC’s success was caused by something else,

something much greater than I have seen before or since.

It is my view that it was because of ‘principles and
values-led’ leadership coupled with a light management structure.
I define ‘light’ as young and committed people; creative in that,
in the face of no prior history or experience of such devastation,
they were not hindered by the inertia that usually gets in the
way of effective mobilisation. There was an air of ‘anything is

possible’ which everyone could be a part of.

As an organisation, it was not surprising that TVC was
able to attract commitment from a far. ‘Principles and values’
cross all boundaries and so it did not surprise me, that so many
volunteers joined in from so many countries and that finance

was generated to fund this effort.

So what I have learnt from TVC is to keep a solid
basis of my values and ideals at the core of all that I do in my

business practice.
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What would you like to share about being social activist/

volunteer?

Go for it. I can’'t say exactly why Lynda and I
volunteered. I had never done it before and I have not done
anything on such a large scale again. It was simply our time to
respond. We did so with total commitment that I cannot entirely

explain. It was just the right thing to do.

So if it feels like it's the right thing for you to do, just
go — do it.

I loved my total experience of being in Khaolak.
Despite the utter devastation my experience is one connected
with love. So many people came with open hearts and minds.
They had a wilingness to serve and do what they could for the

common good. There was very little ego in existence.

We worked hard. We played hard. We slept. And then

we got up and did it again and again each day for six months.

Tsunami : waves of reform

Lynda Warrington
England

How do you continue your volunteer work?

I worked as a teacher for 6 months at BanNiang
School and Lom Ken. I am from England and still have a cottage

there and visit often.

Currently, we live in New Zealand. I do little voluntary
work, but always involve myself in with local community based

activities. e. g. helping at fundraisers for kindergarten.
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What have you learned from TVC?

My experience at TVC helped me to learn that I could
be incredibly resourceful, that material possessions meant little,
that the collective work of many could produce something

amazing.

What would you like to share about being social activist/

volunteer?

I would share with others that you never know the
strength within you to go out of your comfort zone and take
on that which you thought you were never capable of...until you
volunteer. Rewards come from seeing the effect you have on

others that need help.

Tsunami : waves of reform

Sheila Sulley
England

How do you continue your volunteer work?

I work for a Cancer Charity in U.K. and I hope to go
to the Philippines soon to help rebuild after the hurricane that

hit.
What have you learned from TVC?
If a team all work together you can achieve ANYTHING!

What would you like to share about being social activist/

volunteer?

I would like to share that I get an enormous amount
of satisfaction from helping others and get to meet some amazing
people. Also you learn about the real country and not just the

tourist side of things.
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Andy Chaggar
England

How do you continue your volunteer work?

After Thailand I volunteered in Peru for 9 months after
an earthquake in 2007. With some other TVC volunteers I then
decided to start my own charity, International Disaster Volunteers
(IDV). In the last 5 years IDV has worked in Haiti, after the
2010 earthquake, and also in the Philippines. In the Philippines
we first worked in Manila, helping communities hit by regular
floods to become more resilient. We are currently working in
Tacloban (the Philippines) to help communities hit by super
typhoon Haiyan. Other TVC volunteers worked with IDV in all
these locations and in total IDV has now helped over 10,000

people.

Tsunami : waves of reform

What have you learned from TVC?

I was actually in KhaoLak when the tsunami hit and
I was seriously injured. I also lost my girlfriend of 6 years. 1
was devastated but working with the TVC taught me a lot of
things.
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